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5 The Politics of Medicine 

A	 conspiracy	 is	 a	 secret	 plan	 by	 a	 group	 to	 do	 something	 unlawful	 or	
harmful.	I	have	to	point	out	that	there	is	no	evidence	to	suggest	that	the	
suppression	of	a	cancer	remedy	was	the	ini+al	inten+on	of	the	plan	set	
in	mo+on	by	the	philanthropic	ac+vi+es	of	wealthy	patrons.	

Only	a	man	whose	father	(William	A	Rockefeller)	was	a	‘pitch	man’	i.e.	a	
"doctor"	who	 claimed	he	 could	 cure	 cancers	 and	 charged	up	 to	 $25	 a	
treatment,	could	take	control	of	standardisa+on	of	medical	educa+on	in	
USA	in	1910	and	help	to	fund	the	American	Cancer	Society	in	1913.	That	
man	was	John	D	Rockefeller	(1839-1937).		

John	 D	 Rockefeller	 was	 a	 business	 genius.	 He	 revolu+onised	 the	 oil	
industry	 and	 became	 the	 ‘richest	 man	 in	 modern	 history’	 as	 a	
consequence.	When	he	died	in	1937	his	estate	totalled	only	$26,410,837	
because	he	had	given	most	of	his	property	to	his	philanthropies	and	to	
his	son	and	other	heirs.		

He	 entered	 the	 oil	 industry	 in	 1863	 when	 the	 key	 product	 was	
illumina+ng	 oil	 for	 lamps	 and	 gasoline	 was	 a	 byproduct.	 Rockefeller	
abhorred	 waste	 and	 devoted	 considerable	 energy	 to	 increasing	 the	
efficiencies	 of	 his	 refining	 business,	 and	 squeezed	 efficiencies	 out	 of	
every	aspect	of	his	opera+ons.	He	understood	that	the	only	way	to	make	
profits	consistently	 in	oil	 refining	was	 to	make	the	business	as	 large	as	
possible	and	to	u+lise	all	the	"waste"	products.	The	cornerstones	of	his	
success	were	economy,	precision,	and	foresight.	Rockefeller	formed	the	
Standard	Oil	 Company	 of	 Ohio	 (Standard	Oil)	 in	 1870	 and	 this	was	 to	
prove	to	be	the	vehicle	for	his	financial	success.	By	the	turn	of	the	20th	
century,	 he	 controlled	 90%	 of	 all	 oil	 refineries	 in	 the	 U.S.	 through	
Standard	 Oil,	 which	 was	 later	 broken	 up	 to	 become	 Chevron,	 Exxon,	
Mobil	etc.	His	emphasis	on	 size	and	efficiency,	and	 the	use	of	modern	
chemistry	 resulted	 in	 the	 development	 of	 a	 wide	 variety	 of	 new	
products	 that	 made	 the	 lives	 of	 ordinary	 people	 beber	 as	 a	
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consequence.	 He	 made	 light	 cheap	 for	 untold	 millions	 and	 his	 great	
crea+on	was	ready,	willing,	and	able	to	provide	the	cheap	gasoline	when	
it	was	needed,	thus	ushering	in	the	age	of	the	automobile	in	America.	In	
1897	 he	 re+red,	 at	 the	 age	 of	 58.	 Good	 details	 here	 hbps://
www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/rockefellers-john/	

His	religious	mother	Eliza	had	taught	him	to	work	hard,	 to	save	and	to	
give	to	chari+es.	Therefore	it	 is	no	surprise	that	towards	the	end	of	his	
life	he	turned	to	philanthropy.	Rockefeller’s	ac+vi+es	were	philanthropic	
from	the	mid	1890s	un+l	his	death	in	1937.	His	fortune	peaked	in	1912	
at	 almost	 $900,000,000,	 but	 by	 that	 +me	 he	 had	 already	 given	 away	
hundreds	of	millions	of	dollars.	

Rockefeller	 was	 largely	 responsible	 for	 crea+ng	 The	 University	 of	
Chicago	and	it	alone	received	$75,000,000	by	1932.	

At	the	urging	of	his	son,	he	set	up	the	Rockefeller	 Ins+tute	for	Medical	
Research	 (now	 Rockefeller	 University)	 and	 his	 gils	 to	 it	 totalled	
$50,000,000	by	the	1930s.		

He	 founded	 the	 Rockefeller	 Founda+on	 in	 1903	 originally	 called	 the	
General	 Educa+on	 Board	 (GEB).	 This	 helped	 to	 establish	 high	 schools	
throughout	 the	 South	 by	 providing	 free	 professional	 advice	 on	
improving	instruc+on	and	educa+on.	The	effort	was	a	coopera+ve	one,	
and	local	money	was	used	to	build	the	high	schools.	In	1919,	Rockefeller	
donated	 $50,000,000	 to	 the	 Board	 to	 raise	 academic	 salaries,	 which	
were	very	low	in	the	wake	of	WWI.	The	Rockefeller	Founda+on	was	later	
formally	 established	 in	 1913	 and	 Rockefeller	 transferred	 $235,000,000	
to	it	by	1929.	

In	 1909,	 Rockefeller	 established	 the	 Rockefeller	 Sanitary	 Commission	
which	was	largely	responsible	for	eradica+ng	hookworm	in	the	South	by	
1927.	

Rockefeller	also	helped	to	fund	the	American	Cancer	Society	in	1913.	

In	 1908,	 the	 American	Medical	 Associa+on’s	 newly	 formed	 Council	 on	
Medical	Educa+on	wrote	to	steel	magnate	millionaire	Andrew	Carnegie	
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to	propose	a	collabora+on	to	“reform”	medical	educa+on.	The	Carnegie	
Founda+on	 was	 allied	 with	 the	 Rockefeller	 family,	 which	 was	 now	
inves+ng	 heavily	 in	 pharmaceu+cal	 companies.	 The	 group	 decided	 to	
hire	schoolmaster	Abraham	Flexner	to	inves+gate	medical	schools	in	the	
United	States	and	Canada.	

In	 1910,	 The	 Rockefeller	 Founda+on,	 along	 with	 the	 Carnegie	
Founda+on	for	the	Advancement	of	Teaching	in	New	York	City,	helped	to	
fund	the	Flexner	Report	of	1910	(hbp://archive.carnegiefounda+on.org/
publica+ons/pdfs/elibrary/Carnegie_Flexner_Report.pdf).	 It	 is	 worth	
taking	 the	 +me	 to	 read	 this	 document	 so	 as	 to	 understand	 the	
sen+ment	and	inten+ons	behind	it.	I	didn’t	find	it	an	easy	read.	Basically	
it	states	that	USA	needs	fewer	and	beber	doctors	because	in	many	cases	
medical	 educa+on	 involved	 no	 laboratory	 work	 or	 prac+cal	 training.	
Flexner	 was	 commissioned	 by	 the	 newly	 formed	 Council	 on	 Medical	
Educa+on,	which	was	created	by	the	American	Medical	Associa+on.	The	
official	 inten+ons	 of	 this	 report	 were	 to	 help	 evaluate	 and	 poten+ally	
restructure	medical	educa+on	in	the	United	States.	

Flexner’s	 brother	 Simon	 was	 director	 of	 the	 Rockefeller	 Ins+tute	 for	
Medical	Research.	Flexner	knew	nothing	about	the	field	of	medicine.	It’s	
no	 surprise	 that	 Flexner’s	 findings,	 heavily	 favoured	 those	 medical	
schools	 that	 emphasised	 the	 use	 of	 pharmaceu+cals.	 Wan+ng	 to	
improve	the	status	of	doctors,	Flexner’s	report	seems	to	show	prejudice	
to	women	and	black	people	although	this	 is	probably	representa+ve	of	
the	awtudes	of	white	males	of	the	+me	in	USA.	He	advised	the	medical	
field	 to	 demand	 specialisa+on.	 He	 insisted	 that	 funding	 and	
accredita+on	be	given	to	only	those	medical	schools	that	trained	doctors	
in	emergency	and	surgical	medicine,	both	of	which	require	the	extensive	
use	of	drugs.	

Therapies	 such	 as	 homeopathy,	 herbal	 medicine,	 essen+al	 oils,	
chiroprac+c,	and	naturopathy	were	commonplace	up	un+l	this	+me.	The	
Flexner	 report	 concluded	 that	 these	 natural	 healing	 modali+es	 were	
“unscien/fic	quackery.”	This	 report	also	concluded	that	 there	were	too	
many	medical	schools	as	well	as	too	many	doctors	in	USA	and	called	for	
the	 standardisa+on	 of	 medical	 educa+on.	 Of	 course,	 this	 was	 with	
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underlying	 inten+ons	 being	 that	 the	 American	 Medical	 Associa+on	
would	be	the	only	en+ty	that	could	approve	medical	school	licensure	in	
USA.	

Aler	its	publica+on,	Congress	implemented	changes	based	on	Flexner’s	
recommenda+ons	which	 led	 to	modern	 allopathic	medicine	 becoming	
the	standard.	This	was	when	Rockefeller	worked	with	Andrew	Carnegie	
to	 provide	 funding	 for	 medical	 schools	 across	 the	 country.	 With	 the	
condi+on,	of	course,	that	they	only	taught	allopathic	medicine,	and	they	
were	 offered	 grants	 of	 significant	 propor+ons	 in	 order	 to	 adhere	 to	
these	 condi+ons.	 Through	 these	 grants,	 primarily	 fuelled	 by	
Rockefeller’s	petroleum	monopoly,	helped	to	systema+cally	remove	any	
men+on	 of	 plant-based	 natural	 treatments	 along	 with	 teachings	 on	
nutri+on	 and	 diet	 from	 medical	 educa+on	 curricula.	 Supported	 by	
Rockefeller’s	 influence	 on	 the	 media	 of	 the	 +me,	 homeopathic	 and	
natural	 medicines	 were	 quickly	 discredited	 and	 demonised	 through	
targeted	media	campaigns.	

One	hundred	and	sixty	medical	schools	were	open	in	1905.	But	by	1927	
seventeen	 years	 aler	 the	 Flexner	 Report	was	 issued,	 the	 number	 had	
dropped	to	eighty.	

This	 opened	 many	 doors	 for	 a	 monopoly	 surrounding	 petrochemicals	
that	none	other	than	John	D.	Rockefeller	had	control	of.	Petrochemicals	
are	 used	 to	 manufacture	 everything	 from	 an+bio+cs,	 an+bacterial	
products,	analgesics,	rectal	suppositories,	cough	syrups,	 lubricants,	and	
even	the	majority	of	topical	ointments,	salves,	creams	and	gels.	

What	we	consider	today	as	Orthodox	Medicine,	does	not	promote	drug-
free,	 non-invasive	modality.	 Pharmaceu+cals	 do	 not	 heal.	 In	 order	 for	
true	 healing	 to	 take	 place,	 you	 need	 raw	materials:	 amino	 acids,	 faby	
acids,	minerals,	vitamins.	Otherwise,	cells	do	not	work,	+ssue	cannot	be	
restored,	 and	 symptoms	will	 not	 abate.	 They	 will	 not	 ever	 abate,	 not	
unless	the	body	is	given	the	chance	to	fix	itself.		

To	help	with	the	transi+on	and	change	the	minds	of	other	doctors	and	
scien+sts,	Rockefeller	gave	more	than	$100	million	to	colleges,	hospitals	
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and	 founded	 a	 philanthropic	 front	 group	 called	 “General	 Educa+on	
Board”	(GEB).	This	is	the	classic	carrot	and	s+ck	approach.	

Educa+on	 is	 the	 adjustment	 of	 knowledge,	 skills,	 and	 awtudes.	 It	 is	
however	 the	 implementa+on	 of	 prac+ces	 based	 on	 awtudes	 that	
prevails.	

In	 a	 very	 short	 +me,	 medical	 colleges	 were	 all	 streamlined	 and	
homogenised.	 All	 the	 students	 were	 learning	 the	 same	 thing,	 and	
medicine	was	all	about	using	patented	drugs.	

Scien+sts	received	huge	grants	to	study	how	plants	cured	diseases,	but	
their	 goal	 was	 to	 first	 iden+fy	 which	 chemicals	 in	 the	 plant	 were	
effec+ve,	 and	 then	 recreate	 a	 similar	 chemical	 –	but	not	 iden+cal	 –	 in	
the	lab	that	could	be	patented.	

So,	now	we	are,	100	years	later,	churning	out	doctors	who	know	nothing	
about	 the	 benefits	 of	 nutri+on	 or	 herbs	 or	 any	 holis+c	 prac+ces.	 We	
have	an	en+re	society	that	is	enslaved	to	corpora+ons	for	its	well-being.	

Healthcare	should	be	really	called	“sick	care”	because	 it	 is	 focused	not	
on	cure,	but	only	on	symptoms,	thus	crea+ng	repeat	customers.	There	is	
no	cure	for	cancer,	diabetes,	au+sm,	asthma,	or	even	flu.	

Organisa+ons	of	interest:

• The	University	of	Chicago	
• Rockefeller	Founda+on/General	Educa+on	Board	
• Memorial	Sloan-Kebering	Cancer	Centre	
• American	Cancer	Society	
• American	Medical	Associa+on	
• Rockefeller	Ins+tute	for	Medical	Research	(now	Rockefeller	University)	
• Rockefeller	Sanitary	Commission	
• The	Carnegie	Founda+on	
• Associa+on	of	American	Medical	Colleges	


